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Primary Areas of Expertise

Design/Construction Law
Contract Negotiation

Project Structuring
Multi-Forum Disputes
Indemnity, Insurance and Risk

Two-plus decades of complex design-construction disputes and advisory.
Depth across: delay, CPM, disruption; site conditions; A/E liability; design
delivery (bridging, BOD, design-assist, delegated design, D-B MEP/FP, specs,
VE, peer review); Construction Admin. (IDM, submittals, change

orders, pay apps, completion, warranty); defense/indemnity/Add'l Insureds.,
PL/CGL, buildersrisk, subro; LDs, consequential damages, liability limits;
Spearin, betterment, economic loss, Eichleay, total/modified-total-cost; bonds;
liens/mortgage; lender/escrow, pay-if/when-paid, prompt pay; | P/instruments
of service/copyright; BIM/Revit/LOD; building envelope; accessibility;
injunctions. Technical, financial, regulatory depth on sophisticated projects.

Baker Law Group LLC - Founding Attorney
Design and Construction Attorney

Baker Law Group LLC, Founding Attorney, 2019-Present; Schiff Hardin LLP
(now ArentFox Schiff LLP), Partner 2012—2019 and Associate 2006-2011,
Cozen O’Connor P.C., Insurance Subrogation Litigation Group, Associate,
2002—-2006; U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana, Judicia
Extern to the Hon. Morey L. Sear, Chief Judge Emeritus, 2001-2002.

Guest Lecturer, Professional Practice, Harvard University Graduate School of
Design (GSD), Cambridge, MA, 2023; Adjunct Professor of Law, Construction
Law, University of Illinois Chicago School of Law (f/k/a John Marshall Law
Schooal), Center for Real Estate Law, Chicago, IL, 2016-2019.

Planning, design, and delivery of complex design and construction projects.
Work includes structuring design-bid/negotiate-build, construction manager as
adviser (CMa) and as constructor (CMc), design-build (with bridging,
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progressive, designer-led or contractor-led, and EPC variants), multi-prime,
fast-track, and phased project delivery approaches; drafting and negotiating
design and construction agreements, including AlA contract documents such as
Owner-Architect (B101 / B102 / B103/ B104 / B105) and Owner-Contractor
(A101/A102/A103/ A104/ A105) Agreements, Genera Conditions (A201/
A232), Design-Build (A141/ A142 / A145/ B143) and Construction Manager
Agreements (C132/B132/B133/ A132/ A133/ A134), custom non-AlA
design and construction contracts, under GMP, cost-plus, stipulated-sum, and
lump-sum compensation structures; managing risk allocation and insurance
issues, and addressing project challenges during construction with an emphasis
on dispute avoidance and early resolution. Prosecuted and defended countless
lawsuitsin well over 30 state and federal court venues. Matters have involved
multi-tier contract chains across commercial, industrial, institutional,
infrastructure, and ultra high-end residential projects. Litigation, arbitration,
and mediation used to resolve awide variety of disputes, including matters
involving claims reaching into the eight- and nine-figure range.

Over two decades of ADR experience, including representing partiesin AAA
arbitration proceedings before three-arbitrator panels that proceeded through
contested evidentiary hearings to final arbitration award and judicial
confirmation. Experience includes disputes that straddle forums: arbitration
coordinated with parallel or follow-on court litigation involving mechanics lien
and mortgage foreclosure, award enforcement, and collateral-estoppel and res-
judicataissuesin related proceedings. Arbitration work spans single-day
hearings and extended, multi-week evidentiary hearings, and includes working
with technical and damages experts; examining fact and expert witnesses; and
designing right-sized pre-hearing processes involving targeted exchanges of
position statements, documents, and an appropriate number of depositions
tailored to the dispute. Mediation experience, closely integrated with parallel
arbitration practice, includes guided choice dispute resolution, assessing risk
and exposure, and engaging in facilitated negotiations at key stages of
arbitration, including before the commencement of evidentiary hearings.

Virtual, hybrid, and document-only proceedings, in addition to in-person
hearings. Familiar with most online platforms, including Zoom and Microsoft
Teams. Experienced with discovery, including appropriate exchange of
Electronically Stored Information (ESI). Preference for electronic document
exchange and digital exhibits throughout the case, with limited use of hardcopy
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materials.

Tulane University Law School (J.D., cum laude - 2002); University of
Cdlifornia, Santa Barbara (B.A., Law, Honors - 1999).

Admitted to the Bar: llinois (2002), Minnesota (2004 - inactive), Arizona
(2025), Wyoming (2025); U.S. District Court: Northern (2002) and Central
(2003) Digtricts of Illinois, Eastern District of Wisconsin (2003); Admitted pro
hac vice in other jurisdictions.

Society of Illinois Construction Attorneys (SOICA) (Member 2020—present);
Liaison to the AIA Contract Documents Committee (2015-present); American
Bar Association (ABA) Forum on Construction Law (2006—present).

AlA Document A201-2017: Understanding the General Conditions of the
Construction Contract — Construction Specifications Institute (CSI)
Construction Documents Technologist (CDT) Certification Program, Lecturer
(April 2026); Construction Law Disputes (lllinois Institute for Continuing
Legal Education (I11CLE), 2025), Lead Author of Chapter 20: Arbitration and
Chapter 19: Nonbinding Alternativesto Court Litigation for Resolving
Construction Disputes; Co-Author of Chapter 1: Responsibilities and Liabilities
of Architects and Engineers for Construction Failures; ABA Forum on
Construction Law Regiona Meeting: Infrastructure — Site Coordinator
(Chicago) (December 5, 2024); Intellectual Property Principles and Rights for
Architects— American Institute of Architects (AlA) Chicago (October 2024);
Architect-Led Design-Build: Return of the Master Builder — Guest Lecture,
Harvard University Graduate School of Design (2023); Guided Choice Dispute
Resolution: The Advocate’s Perspective — Society of 11linois Construction
Attorneys (February 2023); Checklist 67: Considerations in Suing an Architect
— A Guide To Freguently Encountered Construction Issues, ABA Forum on
Construction Law (2022); Anatomy of Indemnity and Copyright Clauses: What
Architects Need to Know — AlA Illinois (November 2021); Chapter 8: A201-
2017 Article 8, Time, The 2017 A201 Deskbook, ABA Forum on Construction
Law, Co-Author (2017) (forthcoming 2027).

United States of America
English
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